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Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Nauset 


Address: 700 Doane Road 

Historic Name: Doane — Richardson House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: ca. 1856 

Source: vital statistics, historic maps, censuses 

Style/Form: Summer Cottage 


Architect/Builder: unknown 
Frederick Leopold William Richardson 
Joseph Priestly Richardson 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage, mid-20" c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Significant alterations are evident in view from 
street. It will require more intensive examination of 
the house to document what they are and associate 
them with later owners. 


Condition: good 

Moved: no] yesL] Date: 

Acreage: 2.708 

Setting: The property is located in the midst of the 


National Seashore and wooded land. A number of late 20" 
century have been built along Doane Road. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Doane — Richardson House is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with portions built as early as 1856. Additions 
and alterations to fenestration appear to have occurred in the last half of the 20" century. As it currently exists the house has an 
elongated front fagade that resembles a 20"-century ranch-type house more than a 19""-century Cape Cod or a vernacular 
summer cottage. A central entrance with sidelights is flanked by multiple casement units. A cross-gable wing extends form the 
rear and a small annex is attached to the westerly end. The house is sited at the front of a triangular lot set back behind a deep 
yard with a driveway connecting to the street at both ends of the frontage. A garage is located at the east entry. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The house at 700 Doane Road originally belonged to Freeman Doane (1769-1852), a sixth-generation descendant of Eastham 
settler John Doane (ca.1590-1685), who came with six other families to settle the town in 1644. The Doane family was large and 
owned the lion’s share of the land between Nauset Bay on the south, the Atlantic on the east, and the junction of Schoolhouse 
and Nauset roads on the west. The alignment of Doane Road has changed radically over the years, never appearing the same 
in any Eastham map, and much of the property Doane descendants and others owned in this area was bought up by a series of 
speculators and then by the affluent Boston textile executive Albert Greene Duncan between 1916 and 1926. The early deed 
history of both 700 and 705 Doane Road (EAS.216) is complicated by these large transactions, but both apparently belonged to 
the sons of Freeman Doane: Isaac Doane (1805-84) and Freeman Doane Jr. (1807-77). Although it is almost impossible to 
determine from maps, it appears that 705 Doane Road was the home of Isaac Doane and 700 the home of Freeman Jr., 
probably built by him at the time of his marriage in 1856. 


Federal Direct Tax records for 1798 record Freeman Doane Sr. with two houses, quite possibly the two marked “F Doane” and “I 
Doane’ on the 1858 Eastham map. Freeman Doane’s first two wives died soon after their marriages; he married his third wife, 
Priscilla or “Zilla” Mayo, in 1819. The 1850 census lists Doane in this part of town with $1299 in real property in a household with 
his wife and son Freeman, then forty-three years old; son Isaac, who had married Orleans native Phebe Myrick in 1836, was 
enumerated next in his own household. At that time Freeman Doane Sr. had eighty acres of land, fifty of them improved. He died 
in 1852, and his will left to son Isaac the land on which his house then stood and one-third of three other parcels and six other 
parcels. He left the rest of his property to son Freeman, to his widow the use and improvement of a third of his property, and five 
dollars each to his married daughters Polly Rogers and Anna Higgins. The 1855 census lists Freeman Doane Jr. with his 80- 
year-old stepmother Zilla, probably in his father’s old home. Zilla Mayo Doane died in April 1856, and in November Freeman 
Doane Jr, then forty-nine years old, married Sarah Paine, the 31-year-old daughter of Joshua and Deborah Paine of Eastham. 
By 1880 the Eastham map shows Isaac Doane as owner of the two houses shown adjacent to each other on the 1858 map, 
while a third house, marked “F Doane,” was probably the 700 Doane Road house. 


In 1860 Freeman Doane Jr. owned 86 acres of land, twelve cows and cattle, a horse, and a pig, ad his farm was valued at 
$2000. He lived in this house with his wife Sarah, and by 1865 the couple had taken in mariner Thomas Higgins and his family 
(his wife and their four young children). In 1870 the federal census credits Freeman Doane with $880 in real property and his 
brother Isaac with $400, which suggests, given its relatively smaller size, that Freeman’s house was newer. 


Freeman Doane died in 1877 and his brother Isaac in 1884, and their widows and Isaac’s daughter Lydia began selling off large 
parts of their land. Sarah Paine Doane appears to have remained at 700 Doane Road with four boarders, but by the end of the 
decade she had probably left the house and moved in with her married sister Lydia Paine Anderson, who after the death of her 
husband Cornelius had moved to 275 Country Lane (EAS.769) in 1900. Sarah remained with her sister there until she died in 
1916. 


In 1889 Sarah Paine Doane sold a house and outbuildings at Nauset to Addie B. Chapman of Boston for $650." Little has yet 
been discovered about her and her husband John except that they were living in Boston in January 1896 when they sold the 


1 Sarah Doane to Addie B. Chapman, 24 August 1889, BCD 181:527. 
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property to Charles C. P. Hamblin of Boston.” Born in Boston in 1851, Hamblin was in the “shoe business” when he married 
Leila M. Anderson, a native of Calais, Maine, in 1892. Hamblin took out mortgages on the property with his wife’s mother, 
Mariam G. Stacy, and Henry Norwell, a principal in the Boston retail dry goods firm Shepard and Norwell shortly after he 
acquired the property, and in 1899 he was living on the property when he deeded it to his mother-in-law. When Hamblin moved 
to Eastham he became a farmer, and he lived at 700 Doane Road with his wife and a domestic servant in 1900. Hamblin died in 
Eastham in 1904. 


Mariam Anderson Stacy had married once before she moved from Maine to Boston, and there in 1875 she married Faneuil Hall 
provisions dealer Elisha F. Stacy, who died in 1895. She began taking in roomers, and in 1914 she married one of them, the 
portrait painter Frederick C. Villiers, who was shown in her Boston lodging house in 1910. Two years later Mariam G. Stacy- 
Villiers sold 700 Doane Road to her widowed daughter Leila Hamblin, whose last name is attached to the property on the 1905 
Eastham map, and about a month after that transaction Hamblin sold the parcel, then twenty-one acres with a house and 
outbuildings, to Albert Greene Duncan.* Of twenty-one deeds to Duncan recorded between this first one from Hamblin and 1926, 
it is the only one that mentions the presence of buildings. 


Born in Cleveland, Ohio, in December 1868, Albert Greene Duncan was the son of the Rev. Samuel White Duncan, for many 
years the foreign secretary of the American Baptist Missionary Union, and his wife Sarah M. Greene of Providence, Rhode 
Island. He graduated from the University of Rochester in 1891 and became a draftsman at Westinghouse, Church, Kerr and 
Company until 1898, when he became treasurer of Deane Steam Pump Company of Holyoke. By 1900 he had entered textile 
mill management as the assistant treasurer of Dwight Manufacturing Company, treasurer of the Boston branch of Chicopee 
Manufacturing Company from 1903 to 1914, and treasurer of Harmony Mills in Cohoes, New York, a position he held from 1910 
to 1925. He served on the boards of directors of numerous textile and other companies, was president of the National 
Association of Cotton Manufacturers, and received a medal from that group for his service to the cotton industry. Duncan also 
served as a delegate in 1915 to the Pan Americans Financial Congress and the Pan American Scientific Congress in 
Washington, DC, and represented New England textile concerns on the New England Fuel Administration during the First World 
War. He lived most of his life in Brookline with his wife Cora Moulton Hathaway Duncan.* 


By 1924 Duncan had amassed two hundred acres into what he called Nauset Moors Farm, and he hired a farm manager, 
Charlie Gunn, whose position was explained in a 1924 Boston Globe article. 


One gathers that Mr Duncan was not himself particularly interested in the agricultural possibilities of the farm, but 
that in order to keep his manager, Mr. Gunn, interested, he has given him a free hand, with the understanding that 
he is to make a paying proposition of it within a reasonable length of time. He has reserved a homestead lot on 
which the house is located, and is devoting the rest to farming.° 


The Globe noted that Duncan and Gunn envisioned the farm as primarily as an experimental farm focused mostly on raising 
livestock. The farm buildings were pictured in the article along with one of Gunn with his wife and child in front of what appears 
to be the 705 Nauset Road house. It is unclear which house Duncan or Gunn occupied, although the house at 705 Doane Road 
with its additions and prominent site was more likely Duncan’s residence, with Gunn and his family residing at 700 Doane Road. 


Charles Angus Wilfred Gunn was a native of Nova Scotia who had married Esther I. Crosby, born in Chelsea to Orleans natives 
Chester A. and Flora B. Snow Crosby, by 1921, when he bought a house and land on State Road in Eastham; the couple’s 
daughter Leona was born in Eastham in 1921. Gunn began to build a herd of Guernseys at Nauset Moors, and he also managed 


2 John and Addie B. Chapman, Boston, to Charles C. P. Hamblin, Boston, 28 January 1896, BCD 220:516. 
3 Charles P. Hamblin, Eastham, to Marian G. Stacy, Medford, September 1896, BCD 225:374 (mortgage deed); Charles P. C. Hamblin, 
Eastham formerly Boston, to Mariam G. Stacey, Boston, 23 October 1899, BCD 240:235; Mariam G. Stacy-Villiers, Boston, to Leila M. 
Hamblin, Wellfleet, July 1916, BCD 336:479; Leila M. Hamblin, Wellfleet, to Albert Greene Duncan, 21 August 1916, BCD 347:482. See “Plan 
of Land in Eastham Mass to be Conveyed by Ellen Hamblin to Albert D. Duncan,” February 1916, BCP 4:99. Why the plan has Hamblin’s first 
name as Ellen is unknown. 
4 On Duncan see “Massachusetts Men in Big Mill Deal,” Fal! River Daily Evening News, 21 January 1911, 6; “Manufacturers Meet,” Boston 
Globe, 25 April 1912, 2; “A. G. Duncan Dies Suddenly,” Boston Herald, 11 February 1928, 24; “Funeral Monday of A. G. Duncan,” Boston 
Globe, 11 February 1928, 5. 
5 “Says Cape Cod Farm Will Pay,” Boston Globe, 5 November 1924, 16, reprinted without the two photographs in Yarmouth Register, 15 
November 1924, 7. 

Continuation sheet 2 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 700 Doane Road 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
[ _||_EAs.769 


a flock of one thousand Rhode Island Reds in a poultry yard, Muscovy ducks, and six Hampshire Belted pigs.® Duncan hired 
Eastham carpenter Harvey T. Moore to build buildings for the livestock. Eastham tax records for 1926 list Albert Greene Duncan 
with a house valued at $10,350 on a 16-acre homestead lot and 169.5 acres in twenty-one other tracts. He was taxed as well on 
“3 cottages with outbuilding,” a garage, a barn/shed, a sheep shed, two poultry houses, a brooder house, a pig house, a 
vegetable cellar, an icehouse, a wagon house, a shop/tool house, and a water system and tower. At that time, he had 350 
chickens, two horses, nine cows, five turkeys, one pig, and one bull. 


Albert Greene Duncan died suddenly in 1928, and in that year Gunn sold his State Road property and bought forty acres in 
Nauset abutting the land of the Duncan estate; the 1930 census clearly shows him and his family in this neighborhood, but the 
chain of title for 700 Doane Road makes clear that he did not acquire this house and its lot. In 1926 Duncan had filed a petition 
in the state land court to clarify the boundaries of his various parcels, and in December 1929 his executors sold 700 Doane 
Road, a 14.24-acre parcel identified as Lot C1 on a 1929 land court plan, to Anne B. Richardson of Needham.’ The Richardson 
family owned it until 1940. 


Anne Blake Richardson was the wife of Boston architect Frederick Leopold William Richardson (1876-1965), the son of famed 
architect Henry Hobson Richardson. Hers was one of two unrelated families bearing that surname that owned properties and 
spent parts of their years in Eastham: the other was that family of Boston surgeon Maurice Howe Richardson, which also lived in 
the Nauset section nearer to the Cove. Anne Richardson lived most of the year with her husband, seven children, and an array 
of domestic servants in the Boston suburb of Needham. She died within a year of having bought the Eastham property, in 1930, 
and it passed to her son Joseph Priestly Richardson (1913-79), an architect as his father, who was in the Boston firm Shepley, 
Bulfinch, Richardson and Abbott. He designed the Marine Biological Laboratory at Woods Hole and buildings for Dartmouth 
Medical School, University of New Hampshire, University of Massachusetts, and Wellesley College. In 1947 his brother David 
and Thomas F. Dwyer of Boston were added as owners, and in 1950 Dwyer deeded his share to Joseph, his wife, and David. In 
1952 the Richardsons sold the property to Olive C. Marsh, whose husband Stephen had been a poultry farmer; they lived in 
Provincetown in 1930. In the same year Marsh deeded 700 Doane Road to her son William S. Marsh and his wife, and they in 
turn sold it four months later to Maurice and Dora R. Turano of Plymouth. The couple occupied the property at least part of the 
year. Maurice Turano died in 1973, and his widow was living there in 1983 when she sold it to Charlotte E. Nault in February that 
year. Nault sold it in 1990 to Marilyn W. Ace of Skaneateles, New York, whose realty trust is the owner of record of 700 Doane 
Road in 2020.8 
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Albert Greene Duncan’s first purchase in Eastham was 


the house, outbuildings, and 21 acres owned by the Ss seam se gig rr 
widow Leila Hamblin in 1916. (BCP 4:99). Abutters Fhie plan filed with Oertifioate Ho. 14622. Say icles Rash ; 
Blaney and Chapin are mentioned in later registered Land Court Plan 8939-A shows the large Parcel C 
land deeds. that contains 700 Doane Road. 
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later plan 8939-E of 1938 shows the subdivided Parcel The 1948 subdivision of Parcel C1 shows 700 
C, with 700 Doane Road part of Parcel C-1 (below). Doane Road on Parcel C4. 


THE NEW FARM BUILDINGS AT NAUSET MOORS 
Photograph from the 1924 Boston Globe article on Nauset Moors Farm. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View of garage from west. 
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